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The Paintings of Ancient Tombs and the Pure Land Faith
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Chinese Buddhism flourished both culturally and religiously after the Beiwei dynasty (Northern
Wei period). In this paper, archeological findings and an examination of the paintings of ancient
tombs in Gaogouli and Beiwei are used as the basis for a discussion of the spread of the Pure Land
Faith in East Asia in the 5" and 6" century. The excavated remains of the Changchuan ancient tomb
site #1 in Jilin State (Gaogouli era) and a similar site in Zhijiabao (Beiwei era) were selected for
close analysis and the details of the remains of Guanbanhua found at the two sites were compared.
These investigations reveal evidence that the Pure Land Faith already existed in the early Beiwei
dynasty when its capital was at Pingcheng and that in Gaogouli, it had spread among the people by
the late 5" or early 6" century at the latest. Heavily influenced by the Beiwei Pure Land Faith, this
article suggests that the Gaogouli Pure Land Faith also developed a distinctive religious culture.
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