B4 SXEREREE £135 (20115F)

A I ERBERE L PR O BARLER
— BRMRE L N NEHOBME LB LT —

[ N (U

The World Parliament of Religion in Chicago in 1894
and Japanese Buddhism in late 19th Century

Dake Mitsuya*!

The World Parliament of Religion in Chicago in 1894 was an unprecedented event that was
taken place with over two hundred religious leaders who represented various religions including
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and even new religious movements of the world. The
Parliament was planed by liberal Protestant groups of the East coast. From Japan, four Japanese
Buddbhists attended to this Parliament and presented their papers on Buddhism to vast audience.
Banryu Yatsubuchi, who was a popular preacher of Jodo Shinshu in Kumamoto, was one of the
four attendants to this Parliament. In this paper, I investigated why Yatsubuchi decided to attend
the Parliament and how he could realize it. I also take up some arguments among Japanese
Buddhist as to the meaning of the Parliament. Then I discussed the influence of the Parliament
upon Yatsubuchi’s activity after his returning from the Parliament.
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