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Collecting and analyzing of the oversea materials concerning
the activities of Minakata Kumagusu

Ryugo Matsui *'

Minakata Kumagusu (1867-1941) stayed in US and UK between 19 and 33 years old, and left a
certain amount of materials left not only in Japan but abroad. The author has been discovering and
analyzing such oversea materials of Kumagusu, while researching his archives preserved in his for-
mer residence and other places in Japan. During this project, several important materials of both
primary and secondary source were successfully found. This paper introduces these new materials,
explaining how they shed new lights on the life and studies of Minakata Kumagusu in the following
order. 1. Kumagusu’s oversea income and the change of the rate between Yen and GBP. 2.
Articles concerning Kumagusu in the Manchester Times. 3. On the presentation by Kumagusu in
the British Association in 1898, which was perhaps arranged by Charles H. Read. 4. Kumagusu’s
notes in his own paper, “Footprints of Gods, etc.”
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[#H1-1)
Manchester Times, Friday, October 20, 1893
A CHINESE NATURALIST ON THE PROTECTIVE COLOURING OF ANIMALS

It is rather startling to hear that this Darwinian theory respecting the protective colouring. &c. of
animals was fully understood and commented on by a Chinese writer about 1000 years agol Kumagusu
Minakata, 15, Blithfield street, Kensington, sends to “Nature” the following very interesting extract from
the works of a Chinese author of “great erudition,” Twang Ching-Shih, and that, we are told, wrote about
A.D.890: - “In general birds and mammals necessarily conceal forms and shadows by their assimilation
with various objects. Consequently, a snake’s colours is similar to that of the ground; the hare in the
imperata grass is unavoidably overlooked, and the hawks’ hue agree with that of the trees.”

[#&¥H-2)
Manchester Times, Monday. November 2, 1896
SCIENCE NOTES

The correspondence column of Nature is a regular repository of contentious manner. of the Chinese
puzzles of Kumagusu Minakata and of phenomenal records from different parts of the world. Under the
latter category falls the strange case of an x-rays operator. “who states that after being engaged for
some months in demonstrating the Rontgen apparatus, he has lost most of his finger-nails and the skin of
one hand three times.”

[##11-3]
Manchester Times, Friday, December 28, 1900
DEATHLESS MEN
Two Legends - the flying Dutchman and the wandering Jew
The late Duke of Clarence
SOME STRANGE EXPERIENCES

A Japanese scholar has lately show that a strong similarity exists between these European tradi-
tionary(sic] stories and a Buddhist legend of ancient India. There are naturally many points of difference,
but the resemblances are certainly striking. The same scholar, Mr. Kumagusu Minakata, has also show
that the Chinese have a legend which in some respects resembles the European stories even more close-
ly than does the Buddhist story of India. It is a strange and fascinating subject, around which has gath-
ered a most extensive literature. - “Globe”

[#&Fi2-1)
22 Carlyle Square
22 March 1895
Dear M. Minakata
You see above my new address, which is quite near my former house.
Dear Admiral Kataoka proposes to come and see me on Sunday, so perhaps you would rather come
another day. My house is not yet in order. but I hope it will be clean and fit for distinguished Buddhist
prelates as well as great admirals in another week.
I have no doubt that we shall be fully able to display the Kisa if you will be good enough to give it to the
British nation. I have a letter for you from Toki, which I sent forward to your address. I have been so
busy that I have had no time for anything but putting my house in order.
Your very truly
Charles Read

[#$12-2)
4 X1 97
Dear Mr. Minakata
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Here is a piece of the writing of Sir A.W.Franks to make a gaku.

=%

[&#2-3)
16 Nov 1898
Dear Mr. Minakata
I shall be here tomorrow till 4 o’clock and glad to see you with your friend without 1 o’clock or 3.
Yours truly
Charles Read
Please when you are writing to Japan give my kind regard to the Marquis Tokugawa and his friends
whom I met here. I have heard nothing of them since they left England.

[##2-4]
British Museum
16 May 1898
My dear Gomme
Will you allow me to introduce to you Mr. K. Minakata, a very learned Japanese Buddhist priest who is a
student of Herbert Spencer and of his studies. He has some questions to put to you & would be glad of
your help. He particularly wanted me to give him an introduction to you to the purpose of consulting
you on the disposal of his manuscript on his leaving England in December next.
Your very truly
Charles Read

[##2-5]

16 April 1899

Dear Mr. Minakata

I safely received the present of a roll of silk from Marquis Tokugawa and have written to thank him for
the gift. It came from the Bank to me.

Where have you been lately? I think you must be spending all your time with geisha. I counted to ask
you the other day whether Tanzan ever signing his name like this? ¥l He usually writes FHlI.
Yours truly

Charles Read

[##3-1)

Anthropology at the British Association; Sixty-Eighth Meeting: Bristol, 1898, J. L. Myres
FOLK-LORE AND COMPARATIVE MYTHOLOGY

On the Folk-lore of Guernsey. By the late Mrs. Murray Aynsley

On the Folk-lore of the Outer Hebrides. By Miss A. Goodrich-Freer

Myths and Fancies of Insect Life. By L.Clement Southam

Some Roman Symbolic Hands. By F.T.Elworthy

Note on the Origin of Stone worship. By Professor H.A. Miers, M.A.. F.R.S.

On Tabu in Japan in Ancient, Mediaeval, and Modern Times. By K. Minakata

[#53-2]
On Tabu in Japan in Ancient, Mediaeval, and Modern Times. By K. Minakata

Describes the tabu observances of Japan in three successive periods.

In the first, from the earliest times to 710 A.D. an indigenous and elaborate system of tabu pre-
vailed respecting the person and name of the Emperor, the nobles, priests, temples, certain trees and ani-
mals, and unclean objects. The system was extended to the nether land of darkness, wherein this
world’s vegetation was tabu to those souls who would partake of food cooked on an infernal hearth.
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In the second period from 710 AD. to the Restoration of 1867 A.D. this indigenous system was
largely overlaid end. on the whole, relaxed by beliefs introduced together with the Chinese and Indian
culture. Numerous fresh restrictions, together with the Buddhist theory of universal metempsychosis.
came into vogue.

In the third period. from 1867 A.D. onward, this heterogeneous and complicated tabu system was
officially abolished: but a number of primitive and Shintoist tabus were at the same time restored, to the
death of close relatives.

The author ascribes in great part to the tabu system the loyalty, probity, and and historic scenes
evinced by their art and literature.

p.187

[#FH4-1]

Among the Chibchas, however, Chinmizapagua, the messenger of God, comes from the east. To him
were ascribed wise laws, but above all, the art of spinning and weaving. His footprint was shown in a
rock. and he was recorded to have averted a great flood by making a waterfall.

Ratzel, vol.Il, p.164-165

Sumé whom he will assume to be the type of many shipwrecked Europeans that were cast upon the
Brazilian coast long before the official discovery of the country, appeared coming from the sea or east-
ward, at Maranham, at Pernambuco, at Bahia, at Cabo Frio, at S.Vincent., and other parts, where his
pegadas or foot-prints in the rock were and still shown.

Hans Staden, Captivity in Brazil, 1874, p.137

KEWTR

In the island of Dago, the marks of the hoofs of a mare on which the David rode to see in the night time
what damage be inflicted. are still to be seen where he heard the cock crow & turned back to hill

Kirby, The Hero of Estonia

Burton's note,A Tbuldul, ..placed its hoofs
The Masjid Benn Zafar [at Al-Madinah] & also called Masjid al-Baghlah of the
Burton’s Pilgrimage into Al-medinan & Mecca, The York Library, volll, p45, 1906

Jerusalem, The Kabbet is Sakhrah (.. of the Rock) Rock / L. =Gabriel hand-mark7 ") & there is an apoc-
hryphal footprint of Mohammed on a bit of marble. Burton, the Inner Life of Syria, vol.2, p.88, 1875
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