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ABSTRACT:

In this paper, the function of the punch line paratone in the Japanese Rakugo stories is
analyzed within the framework of Systemic Functional Linguistics. In this framework, the
intonation system includes Tonicity and tone. Tonicity is related to the placement of pause,
and the tone is the height of the voice pitch of the speaker. It will be concluded that the
pause and the pitch are crucial in the punch lines of the Rakugo stories. Significant pause
and the lowering of the pitch are observed in the punch lines, which announce the end of
the stories on the one hand and bring some subtle overtones to the listeners.
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